
The Howard Martin Richardson VFW Post #5394 
Salutes the sacrifices and achievements of Women-

Servicemembers  

 
 
 
 
 
 

As more women broke through barriers and established them-
selves as capable service members working in defense of the na-
tion, the list of “firsts” slowly became less noteworthy in compari-
son to the sheer number of women serving, as well as their signifi-

cant contributions to their respective branches.  
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Sequence of Events 

Welcome  

Introduction & Acknowledgements 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation 

Roll Call of Women Warriors 

Keynote Speaker 

Closing Remarks 

Benediction 

“I’m Every Woman” 

Special Performance 

*Meet & Greet Luncheon 

*Canteen open for beverage service and 

food prepared by “The Chefs” 

 

 

 
I’M EVERY WOMAN 

 
by Nicholas Ashford and Valerie Simpson  

 
 

Whatever you want, whatever you need 
Anything you want done baby, I'll do it naturally 

'Cause I'm every woman 
It's all in me, it's all in me 

I'm every woman 
It's all in me 

Anything you want done baby 
I do it naturally 

I'm every woman 
It's all in me 

I can read your thoughts right now 
Every one from A to Z 

I can cast a spell of secrets you can tell 
Mix a special brew, put fire inside of you 

Anytime you feel danger or fear 
Then instantly I will appear, 'cause 

I'm every woman 
It's all in me 

Anything you want done baby 
I do it naturally 

Oh, I can sense your needs like rain onto the seeds 
I can make a rhyme of confusion in your mind 

And when it comes down to some good old fashioned love 
I got it, I got it, I got it, got it, baby, baby 

I'm every woman 
It's all in me 

Anything you want done baby 
I do it naturally 

I'm every woman 
It's all in me 

I can read your thoughts right now 
Every one from A to Z 

I ain't braggin', 'cause I'm the one 
Just ask me, ooh, and it shall be done 

And don't bother to compare 
I've got it, I've got it, got it got it, got it 

I'm every woman 
I'm every woman 
I'm every woman 



 

 

Special Thanks 
 

To our distinguished guests and attendees 

 
Post Commander Larry J. Ventress 

 
Post Auxiliary President Traci Lewis-Ventress 

 
Post Historian Gregory H. Johnson 

 
Mayor Emma Sharif 

 
Councilmembers 

Jonathon S. Bowers 
Lillie P. Darden 
Isaac Galvan 

 
 Department of CA Auxiliary Chaplain Sharonda Lewis 

LA Vet Center  Leyla Ramos 
Salvation Army VES  Frances Godina 

 
Special Invited Guest 

 
Congresswoman Nanette Diaz Barragan 

State Assemblyman Mike Gipson 
LA County Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell 

Compton College Board of Trustees Barbara J. Calhoun 
 

Special Women Entrepreneurs 
Illuminated By Design 

Asali 
Military Designs by Cynthia 

 

 

Women in the Military 

The military history of Women spans from 

the colonial history of the United States to 

the present day.  In every war fought by or 

within the United States, Women participat-

ed, the following are only the major conflicts 

of our nation: the Revolutionary War, 

the War of 1812, the Mexican–American 

War, the Civil War, the Spanish–American 

War, World War I, World War II, the Korean 

War, the Vietnam War, the Gulf War, 

the Global War on 

Terrorism in both Afghanistan and Iraq. 

 

 



 
Our Keynote Speaker 

 
 Stacey Bulluck is the Los Angeles Chapter 

President of National Association of Black Military Women, 
President, and CEO of Ordered Steps Incorporated a non-
profit serving homeless women and formerly incarcerated 
women Veterans, a bestselling author, transformational 
speaker, certified John Maxwell Leadership and Life 
Coach, a Civil Servant, and an ordained Evangelist. 
Stacey is an Army Veteran having served a little under 18 
years where she advanced to the rank of Staff Sergeant. 
She is a compassionate individual whose mission is to 
help others reach their full potential.  
Stacey is a leader who serves. After the military, she began volunteering to teach life 
enrichment classes at N Street Village, an organization that serves homeless and low-
income women in Washington, D.C. Stacey was hired as a Treatment Coordinator in 
their Phase I substance abuse program. Simultaneously, Stacey was a volunteer men-
tor in a local detention center in Ann Arundel County Maryland, where she began men-
toring incarcerated women. The detention center staffs, began to seek Stacey in areas 
outside of mentoring the women, but to speak and provide her insights to all inmates 
regarding life skills.  
From 2003 to 2006, Stacey developed and created a one-year program called Ordered 
Steps Discipleship Training Center to meet a need. Where formerly incarcerated wom-
en were housed, given instructions, guidance, and provided tools to live a successful 
productive life.  
In 2006, Stacey endured a measurable life changing event, which caused her to close 
the training center, but she never closed her heart to servitude. Stacey earned the 
position of Supervisory Administrative Specialist for the Department of Justice, serving 
over 50 staff members. While she was there, she provided resources and tools to as-
sist staff in their growth and development in their everyday lives.  
Stacey earned her Bachelor of Science in Psychology in May 2010 from the University 
of Maryland University College Park.  
Stacey is an igniter and has been helping others to transform their lives for over 30 
years.  
In April of 2019 Stacey moved from the DMV area to Long Beach, California. Soon 
after her arrival to the West Coast she knew there is purpose in being here, and she 
began teaching at a transitional home for women Veterans, formerly the California 
Council of Veterans Affairs. This is what sparked the fire in January 2020 to open now 
Ordered Steps Incorporated.  
In July 2020, Stacey became a board member for Christian Outreach in Action. A non-
profit organization “dedicated to transforming the lives of homeless and impoverished 
individuals in Long Beach.”  
Stacey is the founder of Power in Resilience, a life coaching company empowering 
others by igniting their power in being resilient.  
Stacey resides in Long Beach, CA. She has two adult children and two beautiful grand-
children who continue to live on the East Coast. In her spare time, she enjoys photog-
raphy and the beach.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 Vanessa Haynes 
 
United States Army Veteran, Staff Sergeant (SSG)  
Retired Professor of Counseling, Human Development 
and Sociology. Ms. Haynes is a retired Professor of 
Counseling, Human Development and Sociology from 
Compton College.  
While employed at Compton College she served as the 
Veterans Counselor dedicated to providing academic 
counseling to all Veterans, active duty, National Guard, 
Reserve military personal, their spouses and depend-
ents.  
She has spent over 30 years of Service to her Communi-
ty and Country, 25 years in Education and 8 ½ years of 
service on active duty in the United States Army.  
She believes, the foundation of meaningful existence, is 
service to humanity and the best feeling in the world is 
knowing that someone is happy because of you.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LaTanya Ganter 

 

 U.S. Army Veteran (1980-1986). Upon leaving the Army, 

LaTanya worked for the Department of Defense in Giessen, West 

Germany. After returning from overseas, LaTanya returned to 

college and received a Master’s Degree in Business Administra-

tion. Currently, LaTanya is the 1st Vice President of the NAACP 

Compton Branch; Compton City Personnel Board Member; 

Church Clerk, Christ Christian Home MBC; Executive Board 

Member, The Concerned Citizens of Compton, Inc.; former Dele-

gate for L.A. County Democratic Party and is employed at Los 

Angeles County Department of Public Social Services.  

LaTanya is a mother of one, daughter Corinth and a homeowner 

in the City of Compton.  LaTanya is an active member of her 

community working for civil rights and equality for all. LaTanya 

works with community and civic leaders to help create an atmos-

phere of inclusiveness and unity. LaTanya has received recogni-

tion from United States Congress, California State Senate, Cali-

fornia State Assembly and local government for her community 

activist work.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Felicia Marie Haynes is a product of the “Hub City”, at-
tending Foster Elementary, Wiley Middle School and 
Dominguez High School in 1987. Ms. Haynes enlisted 
into the U.S. Army as a Military Police (MOS 95B) and 
completed her initial entry training at Fort McClellan, Ala-
bama and was then sent overseas to Germany for three 
years. Upon returning to the US, she later relocated to 
Texas and graduated from the University of Texas with a 
dual Bachelor of Science degree in Sociology and Crimi-
nal Justice in 2009. Ms. Haynes was awarded a master’s 
degree in Special Education from National University. 
She always wanted to give back to the community that 
she grew up in and is currently working as a special edu-
cation teacher in the Compton Unified School District. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 COLONEL (ret) TERESA M. STARKS  

was the Operations Support Flight Commander, 349th Aero-

medical Evacuation Squadron, 349th Operations Group, 

Travis Air Force Base, California. In this capacity, she had direct oversite of 

Medical Logistics, Operations Readiness. Cyber Communications, Resource 

Management and Administration. During her tenure she supported the unit in 5 

deployments, 3 humanitarian missions and 3 large-scale training exercises. 

Additionally, an Aeromedical Evacuation Operations Team was equipped and 

staffed and plans for an Aeromedical Evacuation Liaison Team were developed. 

She also developed, recommended, and implemented strategies to optimize 

resources while increasing productivity and efficiency.  

Colonel Starks graduated from California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

in 1994 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Engineering Technology. In 2000, 

she received a Master of Arts in Education from California State University, 

Dominguez Hills. In 1997, Colonel Starks received a direct commission in the 

Medical Service Corps after serving as a Biomedical Equipment Repair Techni-

cian on active duty and the Air National Guard. Her diverse career has allowed 

her to command flights in Information Systems, Logistics and Patient Admin-

istration, Readiness, as well as serve as a Group Practice Manager. She has 

completed a Logistics Education with Industry internship at LMI in McLean, 

Virginia. Colonel Starks has also had the honor of serving at the 332d Expedi-

tionary Medical Group, as the Aeromedical Evacuations Officer and the Patient 

Administration Division, officer in charge.  

 

 Colonel Starks was appointed as the Deputy Administrator at the Veterans 

Home of California, West Los Angeles in November 2021. She is responsible for 

supporting the planning, direction and coordination of various departments in-

cluding Residential Care Facility for the Elderly, Transitional Housing Program, 

Volunteer Services, Accounting, Ambulatory Care, Recreational Therapy, Reha-

bilitative Therapy and Services, Social Services and Mental Health. The Deputy 

handles day-to-day activities for the Home. The Deputy assists and/or repre-

sents the Administrator as needed in supervising the Homes’ overall operation 

and acts as a decision maker for the Home, when necessary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Chief Master Sergeant “Jo” Keller (retired)  

Served honorably in the United States Air Force for 26 ½ years. Sept. 1991-

March 2018. She attended Basic Military Training at Lackland AFB, TX and 

went on to train in her career field at Shepperd AFB, TX, Travis, AFB CA, 

Brooks AFB, TX, and Edwards AFB, CA. After extensive training she was as-

signed to the 68th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron at Norton AFB, CA/452 

Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron at March ARB, CA 

She served in numerous deployments spanning the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 

Bosnia, Oman, Germany, and the United States in support of Operations South-

ern Watch, Joint Guard, Iraqi Freedom, Enduring Freedom, Noble Eagle, and 

New Dawn. 2300 flying hours to include combat sorties in 7 different airframes.  

An integral Team member which cared for thousands of sick and wounded ser-

vice members and DOD employees. 

Despite injuries suffered during a terrorist attack during her first deployment, she 

went on to serve an additional 20 years. Chief Keller served in many key roles 

such as, NCOIC of Safety and Medical Readiness. She also was the Unit Ca-

reer Advisor, Operations Support Superintendent, Acting First Sergeant and AE 

Flight Instructor. In addition, she was selected as 452 Wing Yellow Ribbon Rep. 

for March ARB and finally the 403 Aeromedical Staging Squadron Chief Enlisted 

Manager at Keesler AFB, MS.  

Major awards and Decorations include Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal 

with three oak leaf clusters, Aerial Achievement Medal, Air Force Commenda-

tion Medal with Valor and oak leaf cluster, Air Force Achievement Medal and Air 

Force Outstanding Unit Award with Valor and five oak leaf clusters just to name 

a few… 

Current affiliations: Life Member Military Order of the Purple Hearts Chapter 

2929, National Suicide Awareness project office, Dept of California Sr Vice 

Commander, Scholarship committee. In addition, a Life Member AMVETS Post 

77/Judge Advocate and Member. American Legion Post 382. Past Commander 

VFW Post 1744. Also serves in numerous committees concerning veteran af-

fairs. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tess Banko, a Marine Corps veteran, she has held leadership 

roles in the military, veteran and wider civilian communities for 

over fifteen years. Tess has a background in social work and pub-

lic administration including mental health and wellness, communi-

ty development, organizational leadership and management. 

She’s an LA County Veterans Advisory Commissioner for 3rd 

District County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, and the Executive Direc-

tor of the first of its kind UCLA/VA Veteran Family Wellness Cen-

ter (VFWC) that serves Veterans alongside their families through 

resilience-based wellness 

programming in partnership 

with the VA Healthcare Sys-

tem. Tess identifies with 

fellow Veterans and families 

on their paths to wellness 

and empowerment as a 

devastating spinal injury in 

the Marine Corps at age 22 led to a tumultuous return to civilian 

life and the passionate pursuit of continued public service through 

social work and organizational leadership. Tess lost her husband, 

an active duty Marine, to suicide while he was deployed overseas 

in 2004. In 2013, her own PTS surfaced in part due to sexual 

trauma experienced during military service. Tess is honored to 

serve the community beside and on behalf of her military and vet-

eran sisters, brothers and their families. She is a member of the 

Los Angeles Mayor’s Veteran Suicide Prevention Challenge for 

Military and Veteran Families and the 3rd Vice Chair of the Pali-

sades American Legion Post 283.  

Tess is a strong supporter of collaborative, consensus-based initi-

atives and believes in accessible, preventive, strength-based ap-

proaches that span the continuum of veteran and family member 

needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Davina Escalera is a proud US Navy Veter-
an who served from 2007-2014. She currently 
works for Volunteers of America as a Veteran 
Peer Support Specialist in Compton. Ms. Escalera 
helps link and connect veterans to resources such 
as housing, employment, healthcare, etc. She al-
so performs community outreach and has part-
nered with Compton Veterans, Howard Martin 
Richardson VFW Post 5394 and the Salvation Ar-
my. IMs. Escalera recently completed her Bache-
lor Arts (B.A.) degree in Psychology and will be 
pursuing her Masters in Social Work (MSW). She 
was born and raised in Los Angeles, CA. In her  
leisure, she enjoys long boarding, wine tasting 
and going to Dodger games. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Paulette Simpson-Gipson 

 

 

A US Air Force Veteran. She was the 

Regional Director for the Federation of 

Public Service Employees and was elect-

ed in 2009 as President of the Compton 

Branch of the NAACP.  

President Simpson Gipson continues to 

make black history, as well as history as 

a woman, being the first woman elected 

to lead the Branch. She has proven to be a servant leader in the 

community and continues to strive for a better Compton. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Command Sergeant Major 
(CSM) Renita Duncan, appointed to the 8th Medical 
Brigade Command as the senior enlisted advisor is a 
professional Soldier and Public Servant, she has 
worked as a Sexual Assault Response Coordinator 
with the United States Army Reserves. CSM Duncan 
has held a multitude of positions throughout her mili-
tary and civilian careers. CSM Duncan is a lifelong 
learner and attended both Southwestern College - 
Bachelor of Science, Operations Management and 
Grantham University - Bachelor of Science, Business 
Management. She earned her Master of Science, 
Studies in Human Behavior (2016) from Capella Uni-
versity. CSM Duncan’s servant leadership has been 
further demonstrated as an Executive of Operations, 
Harvest Rock Church Downtown Los Angeles (2020- 
current), Volunteer, Peace Over Violence - Los Ange-
les, CA Chapter (2018-current), Volunteer, Living Wa-

ter (2014- current). She is a proud 
single mother and continues to give 
back to the community at large. With 
over 20 years of public and military 
service; truth, Integrity and transpar-
ency are her core values 
 

 
 


